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HHankHenrywasbornCharlesAllenHenry,Jr.,Feb.16,1923,inFt.Worth,Texas.Hisparents
were42and36,andhewastheirfirstchildat
atimewhenmostoftheirpeerswerealready
grandparents.BothhisparentshadgonetoBible
collegeandconsideredthemselvesmissionaries
totheircommunities.Hank’sfather,CharlesSr.,
workedasadaylaborerinbetweenpreaching
engagements.Hismother,Effie,alsodidChristian
outreachandoftenworkedtohelpsupport
thefamily.Hankwaslaterjoinedbyhisbrother
Howard,knownasLee(whopreceededHank
indeath).BothHankandLeehaddistinctive
speakingvoices,lowandmelodious,thatserved
themwellasnewsmanandactor,respectively.

Whenhewas17,HankhadhisownTexas-wide
radioshow,YouthandtheNews.Hethenworkeda
seriesofshortstintsatradiostationsalloverthe

country.Whenhewas19,he
slippedandsaid“Hell”on
theair,thenwaitedinfearfor
someonetocomplaintothe



FCCandforthestationtoloseitslicense.Noone
everdid.Becauseofthis,hischildrenhavenever
heardhimswear.

InOctober1942hejoinedtheMarineswherehe
servedasaradiooperatorinthePacificTheater
–Guam,Okinawa,andGuadalcanal.Because
Hankwascharacteristicallyquiet,hischildrendid
notlearnuntiltheywereadultsthemselvesthathe
hadonlyfiredoneshotduringthewar,afterhe
thoughtheheardasniperonhiswaytothelatrine.
Althoughheneverkilledanyone,hesawplenty

ofdeath.Later,hewasan
ArmedForcesbroadcaster
forstationXABUinTsing
TaoinOccupiedChina.

WhenHankreturnedfrom
thewar,heworkedata

varietyofradiostationsinseveralWesternstates.
WhileworkinginKlamathFalls,hemetNora
Meeker,whowasaclerkinarecordshop.(Oneof
thewomenwhoalsoworkedattheKlamathFalls



radiostationwouldlatergoontogivebirthto
Hank’sfutureson-in-law.)Hanklatersaidhewas
“smittenatfirstsight.”Norasaysshemarriedhim
“becausehewaskind.”Hewas31andshewas19.
Theyweremarriedin1954.Atthewedding,Hank
wassonervousheforgottokissNora,untilshe
teasinglysaid,“Aren’tyougoingtokissthebride?”

HankworkedatstationsallovertheWest.In1958,
hehadashowonKGW-radioinPortland,where
hewasknownas“TheHousewives’Delight.”But

thiswasonlycleveradcopy
thatdidnotreflectthereal
Hank,whowasneveraflirt.

Hankmadesuretotellhiswife
everydaythathelovedher.
Unlikehisparents,whohad
withheldaffectioninthebelief
itwouldpreparetheirboysfor

thetoughnessoftheworld,Hankmadeapointof
tellinghischildrenhowmuchhelovedthem.



In1963,hejoinedKMED(Channel10,
laterKTVL)asaTVnewsanchor.Atthe
time,thestationwaslosingmoney.One
ofthesalesmenhadanideaofahalf-
hourspecialonareahighschoolbands,
tobeunderwrittenbyamusicstore.But
thestationdidn’townasoundcamera.

Noproblem.Hank
madeanaudio
tapeofeachband
performing,then
shotsilentfilmfroma
distancethatwouldbe
playedalongwiththe
tape.Onlythetapeplayer

broke,andthedesperateaudiooperatorfoundan
albumofSousamarchesandplayedthosebehind
thefilmcuts.SowhenHankandtheconductor
talkedabouthowstudentsfirstlearnedmusicin
elementaryschool,andshowedsomekids,instead
ofhesitantsqueaks,theTVaudiencehearthe
magnificentsoundofa100-piecemarchingband.



Hankwrotehisowncopy–hewasa60wordper
minutetwo-fingeredtypist-andalsofilmedmany
ofhisownstories.HewasthefirstbossofAnn
Curry,ofNBC’sTodayShow.Andformanyyears,
hedidtheJerryLewisTelethon,evenafterheleft
thestation,anditwasdifficultforhimtostayup
forsuchalongstretch.

HiskidsrememberthathavingHankastheir
fatherwaslikehavingacelebrityinthefamily.
Peoplecameuptotalktohimatgasstations,
grocerystores,andrestaurants,andeventhough
hewasquiteshy,hewasunfailinglypolite,even
signingautographs.

In1982,hedecidedto
runforJacksonCounty
Commissioner.He
endedupbeingelected
tothreetermsinarow.
Ashewasrunningfor
hisfirstelection,the
then-publisherofthe



MedfordMailTribune,EricAllen,wroteamoving
columnabouthiswife’sdeath.Hankwantedto
complimenthimonthecolumn,butfeltitwould
looklikehewascurryingfavor.OnlyafterAllen
wroteaneditorialendorsingHank’sopponent
didhefeellikehecouldmailhisletter.Allenthen
wroteacolumnabouthowpeoplesometimeswere
notatalllikeyouhadthought,andsentHanka
notesayingthecolumnwasabouthim.

In1994,Hankreluctantlyretiredattheageof72.
Forseveralyears,hewroteacolumn,OvertheBack
Fence,fortheMedfordMailTribune.Healsoread
scripturesforKDOV.Hewasactiveinseniors’
issues,andhisvoiceisstillheardonJefferson
PublicRadioontheprogramAsItWas.

Hankissurvivedbyhiswifeof49years,Nora,and
hischildrenAprilHenry,JoeHenry,andMelody
Swift,andfivegrandchildren:Sadie,Franklin,
Tasha,Theodore,andHenry.


